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BILL 

To amend the Laws regulating the Admission of 
Barristers in Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



!%(£&(££»> by an Act passed in the thirty-third year of the Preamble 
- reign of his late Majesty King Henry the Eighth, intituled, 

* An Act touching Mispleading and Jeoyfailes,” it is, amongst other 
things, enacted, that no person except a Plaintiff or Defendant shall in 
5 any matter act or officiate as Barrister in any of Her Majesty ’sFour prin- 
cipal Courts in Ireland, but those who shall at one or several times 
have resided in one of the Inns of Court within the Realm of England 
for the space of Years, complete : And whereas by an Act passed 
in the twenty-first and twenty-second years of the reign'of his late 
10 Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act to regulate the 
Admission of Barristers,” it is, amongst other things, enacted, that from 
and after the first day of HilaryTerm, in the year of our Lord One thou- 
sand seven hundred and Eighty -two, no person shall be admitted to the 
Degree of Barrister-at-Law in Ireland who shall not have been received 
15 and admitted into the Society of King’s Inns, Dublin, as a Student, 

Five Years previous to the time of applying to be admitted to the said 
Decree, in addition to the requisitions of the above-recited^Statute : 

And whereas by an Act passed in the fifty-fifth year of the reign of 
his late Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act for re- 
20 pealing the Stamp Duties on Deeds, Law Proceedings and other written 
and printed Instruments, and the Duties on Fire Insurances and on 
Legacies and Successions to Personal Estates upon Intestacies now 
140. a 
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payable in Great Britain, and for granting other Duties in lieu thereof,” 
and by the Schedule thereto, a certain Duty is made payable on tile 
admission of any Law Student to any of the Inns of Court in Great 
Britain, entitled to confer the Degree of Barrister-at-Law : And 
whereas by an Act passed in the fifty-sixth year of the reign of his 5 
late Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act to repeal 
the several" Stamp Duties in Ireland, and also several Acts for the 
Collection and Management of the said Duties, and to grant new 
Stamp Duties in lieu thereof, and to make more effectual Regulations 
for the collecting and managing the said Duties,” and by the Sche- to 
dule thereto a still higher Duty is made payable on the admission of any 
Law Student into the Society of King’s Inns, Dublin, by the effect of 
which Acts, applicants for a call to the Irish Bar are unreasonably com- 
pelled to pay more than double the admission Duty of those going to 
the English Bar : And whereas by an Act passed in the thirty-eighth 15 
year of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, 
intituled, “ An Act to enable the Dean and Chapter of Christ Church, 
Dublin, and other Persons therein named, to grant certain Grounds 
in the City of Dublin to the Society of King’s Inns, Dublin,” the 
said Dean and Chapter, and the other persons named in said 20 
Act, did grant the certain grounds to the said Society of King s 
Inns, for the purpose of enabling the Benchers thereof to build a 
Library, Dining Hall and Chambers for their Members, according to 
the institution of the Royal Founders (as the Act recites) ; and the 
said Society of King's Inns is now, and for a considerable time 2 5 
has been, in a prosperous condition, provided with a suitable Dining 
Hall and Chambers, as also with an extensive Library, accommodations 
indispensable to a Law Student, and a want of which, at the time, 
doubtless suggested the passing of the above first-recited Act, compel- 
ling applicants for a call to the Irish Bar to reside years, 30 

complete, in one of the Inns of Court within the Realm of England, 
but which Act is now not only unnecessary by the accommodations 
aforesaid, but a hardship in connexion with the above second-recited 
Act, which obliges persons to be Five Years received and admitted 
as Students into the Society of King’s Inns, before they can sue- 35 
cessfully apply to be admitted to the Degree of Barrister-at-Law 
in Ireland : And whereas it is but reasonable that the Duty on 
Irish Law Students be equalized, and that they be preserved 
from all unnecessary and harassing hardships and difficulties, while, 
at the same time, it is by all means expedient and necessary 40 
that no person be admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law until 
duly qualified, and that a proper time be allowed so to do, but 
that it be left discretionary with each Student whether he shall so 
quality at one of the Inns of Court in Great Britain, or at the King’s 
Inns, Dublin ; 

H5<£ 
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is® it therefore Cnacteb, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament x 

assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT from and Persons who 
... . . . have kept 

5 after the passing of this Act every person or requisite age, on pro- Terms in 

ducing a certificate from the proper officer of having resided and kept 
Terms within the Realm of England as is now or hereafter from time t0 Irish Bar. 
to time may be necessary in order to be admitted to the Degree of 
Barrister-at-Law in England, shall be deemed qualified for the same 
io Degree in Ireland, and entitled to be called to the Irish Bar ; and that 
every person of full Eight Years’ standing as an admitted Member or 
Student of the Society of King’s Inns, Dublin, who has or shall have 
at any time during the said period of Eight Years kept Eight 
Terms, as understood in that Society, when such Terms were being 
15 kept, and every Graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, of Five Years’ 
standing, as an admitted Member or Student of the said Society of 
King’s Inns, Dublin, after such Degree shall have been obtained, and 
who has or shall have at any time during the said period of Five Years 
kept Five Terms, shall also be entitled to be called to the Irish Bar, 

20 with the Degree of Barrister-at-Law. 

2. 

AND whereas many Students of great practical experience, and Persons 
who have spent much time and progressed considerably in preparing for certain Terms 
a call to the Irish Bar, may see fit to be called to the English Bar, aud 
as a consequence, from high qualifications, might desire to practise as |P^ ci ^ lea ‘ 
05 Special Pleaders, Equity Draftsmen and Conveyancers, under an Act P^^^° t f ies 
passed in the forty-fourth year of the reign of his late Majesty King of Stamps. 
George the Third, intituled, “An Act to repeal the several Duties 
under the Commissions for managing the Duties upon Stamped Vellum, 

Parchment and Paper in Great Britain, and to grant new and additional 
30 Duties in lieu thereof,” the fourteenth section of which Act authorizes 
Members of one of the Four Inns of Court, on taking out the certificates 
as mentioned in the Schedule to the said Act annexed, to practise 
as Special Pleaders, Equity Draftsmen and Conveyancers, which said 
section is rendered partially inoperative by certain rules of all the Inns 
35 of Court competent to call to the Bar ; by which rules applicants for 
admission to the respective Inns are required to pledge themselves 
not to take advantage of the said Act till they should have served as 
many Terms as would entitle them to be called to the English Bar ; 
rules which have been censured by the Common Law Commissioners, 

40 in their Sixth Report, delivered the Thirteenth March One thousand 
eight hundred and Thirty-four, as being “ to them objectionable, and 
vesting in Benchers a discretion very liable to abuse” ; BE it there- 
fore Enacted. That every person producing a certificate from the proper 
officer of having been Eight Years an admitted Member or Student 
of the Society of King’s Inns, Dublin, and of having kept Eight 
140. Terms, 
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Terms, at any time, daring the said period of Eight Years shall 
be entitled to a certificate authorizing such person to 

Special Pleader, Equity Draftsman and Conveyancer, in » ' O 

Great Britain, on paying to the Comm.ss.oners for - 

Duties upon Stamped Vellum, Parchment and Paper at tl m He 5 

Office in London, a Duty of Three Pounds sterhng each Y ear for 

first Five Years, and Ten Pounds sterling each succeeding Year. 

And be it Enacted, That all laws, statutes and usages now in 
force relating to the admission of Barristers-at-Law in re an , 
inconsistent with or contrary to the provisions of this Act, shall e ,0 
and the same are hereby repealed and annulled: Provtded always 
That nothing in this Act contained shall be so construed as m any 
manner to prejudice the rights of those who have, previous to . 
passinv of this Act, paid Duty, and been admitted both at the King 
Inns, Dublin, and at one of the Inns of Court in Great Brrtam; and ,5 
that such persons shall be’, entitled to be admitted to the Degree o 
Barrister-at-Law in Ireland, in conformity to the laws, usages and 
statutes in force for that purpose, at the time they were so admdted 
and paid Duty. 
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